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Taking Tests
Activity 8-1: The DETER Test Taking Strategy

Activity 8-1: The DETER Test Taking Strategy

You will be learning about five types of tests in this unit: multiple-choice, true/false, matching,
completion, and essay. DETER is a strategy that will help you to do your best when you take
each of these types of tests. Each letter in DETER stands for a step in the strategy. Read the
following information to learn what to do for each step in DETER.

D Read the test Directions carefully. Be sure you know what you have to do to comptete

E Examine the entire test to see how much there is to do. This will help yo
mental set for taking the test.

like to leave for review. To determine how much time to spend on ea
the number of minutes you are leaving for review from the nuigle
take the test. Divide the difference by the number of items.
for the same number of points, as is sometimes the-¢aseN

R Review your answers to be sure they are your be ¢t's. Be sure you have answered
all required items.

Answer the following questi

1. What does the first E ETER strategy?

e test items before answering the items help you do?

Why

d you answer the items you find easiest first?

|

4. You are about to take a multiple-choice test that contains 40 items. You have 30
minutes to take the test. You plan to leave 10 minutes for review. How much time
should you spend on each item?
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Activity 8-2: Multiple-Choice Tests

Activity 8-2: Multiple-Choice Tests

A multiple-choice test contains items that consist of a stem (a question or an incomplete
statement) and several answer choices from which you are to choose the correct choice.
Typically there are four answer choices that are represented by the letters a, b, ¢, and d.

Look at the following example of an item in which the stem is presented as a question. You
should select “a” as the answer choice that correctly answers the question.

Which one of the following was a result of the Industrial Revolution in Europg#
a. The growth of the middle class.
b. An increase of nomadic herding.

c. A decline in urban population.

d. A decrease in international trade. /\ %

Below 1s an example of the same item with the gte
In this form, the missing part of the statement ¢an ear Anyjwhere in the statement. You

d. A decrease in 2&?
A\

A

SomeAm u will findm)ore than one missing part in a statement. Here is an example of
thy 1ch “c"\isgshe gérrect answer choice.

g~

to absorb the energy of sound waves, they travel on
1ty as they travel further from their source.

b. eternally -alleviates
c. indefinitely -diminishes
d. forever -increases

e. steadily -stabilizes

243

Copyright Mangrum-Strichart Learning Resources
www.mangrume-strichart.com



Taking Tests
Activity 8-2: Multiple-Choice Tests

Sometimes, one of the answer choices in a multiple-choice item is “all of the above.” Look at
the following example. In this example, “all of the above” is the correct answer choice because
all of the countries shown as answer choices are in South America.

Which of the following countries is in South America?
a. Bolivia

b. Uruguay

c. Argentina

d. Ecuador

e. all of the above

1s a country in Europe.

a. Bolivia

b. Uruguay

c. Italy

d. Ecuador

e. none of the above

v
Use the information in the box that 0110 s to write two multiple-choice test items.

Your first item should be an inco ent followed by four answer choices.
Your second item should be ed by four answer choices.

Year: 1876
Event: Alexander Gram entgll the telephone

1. /7())'

®

=

e
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Activity 8-2: Multiple-Choice Tests

Use the information in the box that follows to write a multiple-choice item for
which one of the answer choices is “all of the above.” When writing the item, “all
of the above” does not have to be the correct answer choice.

Bears, skunks, chickens, turtles, and piranhas are carnivores. Cows, elephants, iguanas,
fruit bats, and manatees are herbivores.

b N\
. L 3

a Pals
e V)

Use the information in the box that follows to write i \ili(?item for
iti

which one of the answer choices is “none of thefabovg. the item,
“none of the above” does not have to be the cgfrect ags\wer chioife.

The United States, England, Canada, Mexico, akd In
during World War II. Germany, Japan, Italy, HuNgary, an
the Axis Powers during this war.

O\
4. /'J(\\
. o N

erg/part of the Allied Forces
omania were members of

)
C

o)
©

A

e.
5. rifedonre mafion from one of your textbooks or your class notes that

y o ate a multiple-choice item. Write the information here.

N

6. Wr\te ultiple-choice item that is based on the information you just wrote.

a.

b.

C.

d.

e.
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Activity 8-3: Doing Well on Multiple-Choice Tests

Activity 8-3: Doing Well on Multiple-Choice Tests

Here are some guidelines that will help you to do your best when taking a multiple-choice
test. Read these guidelines. Use them when you take the practice multiple-choice test that
appears later in this activity and whenever you take a multiple-choice test.

Carefully read the test directions. Usually you are asked to choose the correct answer

36 the correct choice. Do not

\ ect. One of the answer choices
~choice. fime guideline holds true when you
st correct choice you come to may not be the

that follows might be the correct ans
are to select the best answer choice
best one.

Cross out any answer chOi fhat ypu are certain are incorrect. Each incorrect
answer choice 1s a distrae ‘ f

Look for two answer choices that contain a similar sounding or looking word such
as “intermediate” and “intermittent.” One of these answer choices is likely to be correct.

When answering an item, look for hints about the correct answer choice in
other items on the test. Sometimes the correct answer choice for an item is contained
in the stem of another item on the test.
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Activity 8-3: Doing Well on Multiple-Choice Tests

Look for answer choices that contain language used by your teacher or found in
your textbook. An answer choice that contains such language is often the correct choice.

Look for grammatical clues. For example, if the stem of an item ends with the indefinite
article an, the correct or best answer choice probably begins with a vowel. Also look for
subject-verb agreement clues.

Select “all of the above” as an answer choice only if you aye ce%u :
other answer choices are correct. If even one of the other sarswenchoicess

Do not change your answer
choice is correct. More often

tems unless there is a penalty for incorrect answers. If there is a
incorrect answers, then answer only the questions for which you are certain
e answer. Guessing may not be beneficial to you. If there is no penalty for incorrect
answers and you cannot make an educated guess as to the correct answer choice, go with

“b” or “c”. Research has shown these to be the correct answer choice more often than are
. [13 2
a” or “d.
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Activity 8-3: Doing Well on Multiple-Choice Tests

Take the following multiple-choice test. This test is based on the guidelines for
taking multiple-choice tests that you just read about in this activity.

Directions: Circle the letter in front of the answer choice you believe is correct. There i1s no
penalty for incorrect answers.

1. When should you select an answer choice as the correct answer choice?
a. After you have reread the statement or question.
b. As soon as you come to what you think is the correct answer choice.
c. After you have crossed out one answer choice.

d. After you have read all of the answer choices.

2. Choose “all of the above” as the correct answer choice when

a. all of the other answer choices are correct.
b. some of the other answer choices are correct.

c. most of the other answer choices are incorrg
d. none of the other answer choices are corre

3. You should an answer choice when\you decide it/s not the correct choice.

a. choose
b. cross out
c. reread

d. rewrite

4. Change your answer c rOu are sure a different answer choice is

a. shorter.
b. correct.
c. longer.

. NOne of the above.
6. Sometimes you can find a hint about the correct answer choice by

a. counting the number of words in the stem.

b. counting the number of words in each answer choice.
c. looking at your answer choices for other items.

d. looking at other items on the test. 248
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Activity 8-3: Doing Well on Multiple-Choice Tests
7. An answer choice is likely to be correct if it contains

a. language found in popular magazines.

b. information from a newspaper.

c. language used in your textbook.

d. one or more words you do not understand.

8. When should you answer all items?

a. When you don’t understand some of the items.
b. When you are running out of time.

c. When there is no penalty for incorrect answers.
d. When there is a penalty for incorrect answers.

9. Choose “none of the above” as the correct answer choice when

a. just one of the other answer choices is correct.

b. all of the other answer choices are correct.
c. some of the other answer choices are correcy
d. none of the other answer choices are correq
e. most of the other answer choices are incorrd

10. When two answer choices are one o usually correct.

a. easy
b. opposites
c. difficult
d. short

e. long

correct answers and you have no idea as to which
or

Score your test as your teacher goes over the answers with you. Your score for the
test is your number correct. Enter your score in the box below to see how well you did.

My Score

10-11 = Excellent 8-9 = Good 0-7 = Review the guidelines presented in this activity.
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Activity 8-4: Doing Well on True/False Tests

Items on a true/false test require you to read a statement and then decide if the statement
is true or false. True/false test items seem easy since you have a 50/50 chance of guessing
the correct answer. However, true/false test items can be difficult because they test for very
specific knowledge.

Here are some guidelines that can help you to do your best when taking a true/false test.
Read these guidelines and use them when you take the practice true/false test latergmythis
activity and whenever you take a true/false test.

* Try to prove each statement false. It is easier to prove that a statement istalse than tp

prove that it is true. Select false if any part of the statement is false.

Read the following statement. The statement is false because althoug
carbon, tar, and oils, it is not made up of salt.

Coal is a fossil fuel that is made up of carbon, tar, oils, and salt.

e Carefully reread statements that contain a hggatiye
guch as unreliable. Negative words such as not or

#, the second statement is false because of the prefix “dis”
t.” The prefix “dis” means not or the opposite of.

second statement is easier to understand as true because the negatives not and do not have
been crossed out.

You will not succeed in school if you do not apply yourself.
You will wot succeed in school if you doot apply yourself.
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Activity 8-4: Doing Well on True/False Tests

* Absolute statements are usually false. Absolute statements include words such as all,
none, always, and every.

Read the following statement. The absolute word all makes the statement false.
All metals are solid at room temperature.

e Qualified statements are usually true. Qualified statements include words such as
some, many, usually, and most. The qualified word some in the following statement makes
the statement true.

Some metals are solid at room temperature.

* A statement that contains a specific number is usually true. Research h.
that this is the case four times out of five.

For example, the following statement is true.
A mile is 5,280 feet in length.
e Ifyou are uncertain whether a statement is true or false

answers, then answer only the questions for whic
Guessing may not be beneficial to you. If there ig
cannot make an educated guess, select true. R
correct answer than is false.

Take the following true/false test. This test ¥¢ based op/the guidelines for taking
true/false tests that are presented in ;

A negative word can completely change the meaning of a statement.
8. Itiseasier to prove that a statement is true than to prove that it is false.
9. All things being equal, more statements are true than false.
10. A statement that contains a specific number is usually true.

Score your test as your teacher goes over the answers with you. Your score for the
test is your number correct. Enter your score in the box below to see how well you did.

My Score

9-10 = Excellent 7-8 = Good 0-6 = Review the guidelines presented in this activity.
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Activity 8-5: Demonstrating Mastery of True/False Tests

Activity 8-5: Demonstrating Mastery of True/False Tests

Read the following information about India.

India is located in South Asia, where it fronts the Bay of Bengal on the southeast and the
Arabian Sea on the southwest. It is a constitutional republic consisting of 28 states, 6 umon
territorles and the Delhi national capital terrltory, Wh1ch 1ncludes New Delhl its capi

in the world. It is home to many religions and sects, innumerable caste
hundreds of major and minor linguistic groups from several langua :

1s seen in its exports of music, literature, and cine n
base, and even today, the country’s population regfmaing 1

Based on the information you just read boM write true/false items as
directed.

1. Write an item that is a qualified stgtemen’

N/
ert@)te that is an absolute statement.

(4

5. Write an item in which at least one part of the statement is not true.

6. Write an item that contains two negatives.
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Activity 8-6: Learning About Matching Tests

Activity 8-6: Learning About Matching Tests

A matching test requires you to match items in a left-hand column (first column) with items
in a right-hand column (second column). The items in the first column are termed premises.
They are the things you are being asked about. These items are assigned numbers. The
items in the second column are termed responses. They are the things from which you select
your answers. They are assigned letters. Typically, capital letters are used to minimize any
possible confusion with the responses. The responses are usually arranged in a logi. der
such as alphabetically or chronologically.

Here is an example of a matching test for which the answers are provided.

%ﬁ,lee e

Directions: On the line next to each person in the first column, wxite
accomplishment of that person. Use each accomplishment just once.

Person
1. D Thomas Edison
2. __ A Johann Strauss
3. __C  George Washington dent of the United States
4. __ B __ Jonas Salk

D. Patented many inventions

ises. This means that not every response
f a premise in the first column. Here is an

Sport
erek Jeter A. Auto racing

Serena Williams B. Baseball

Peyton Manning C. Basketball
Tiger Woods D. Football
LeBron James E. Golf
F. Soccer
G. Tennis
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Activity 8-6: Learning About Matching Tests

Read the following information about world capitals.

Quite often the capital city of a country is famous, such as Paris, France. Here are some

capitals that are not very well known in their own right: Nicosia, Cypress; Doha, Qatar;

Zagreb, Croatia; Reykjavik, Iceland. There are many capitals that you have probably

never heard of such as the following: Monrovia, Liberia; Ulan Bator, Mongolia; Dhaka,

Bangladesh; Antananarivo, Madagascar. The challenge is not only to remember these

capitals, but to spell them correctly as well. (‘(
A\

Use this information to write a matching test in which you have to

cities and countries. Include at least six items, with more responsgs thax p

Include directions for taking the test. Use the space below to rltt&our
A4
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Activity 8-7: Doing Well on Matching Tests

Activity 8-7: Doing Well on Matching Tests

Here are some guidelines that will help you to do your best when taking a matching test.
Read these guidelines and use them when you take the practice matching test in this activity
and whenever you take matching tests given by your teachers.

* Read the test directions carefully. Most matching tests allow a response to be used
only once. However, you will likely encounter matching tests in which a response can be
used more than once.

e Try to predict the correct response before you look at the response choicgs.
you find your predicted response to be one of the response choices, it is probably cg

* Read all of the premises and responses before making any matches.
the first match that looks correct, you may not choose the correct match.

for incorrect matches. If there is a penalty fof incorre
only when you are certain they are correct. Gyessfng may,

Ending of Guideline
A. when you have completed the test.

B. before making any matches.
C. only after you have made your matches.
D. only when there is no penalty for incorrect matches.

. E. before you look at the response choices.
plview your matches

. F. that seem the most difficult.
#predict the correct responses

G. for the information about which you are certain.

H. as you make matches.

Score your test as your teacher goes over the answers with you. Your score is your
number correct. Enter your score in the box below to see how well you did.

My Score

6 = Excellent 5 = Good 0-4 = Review the guidelines presented in this activity.
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Activity 8-8: Learning About Completion Tests

Activity 8-8: Learning About Completion Tests

A completion test contains items that require you to complete a statement that has missing
information. Completion tests are sometimes called short-answer tests or fill-in-the-blank
tests.

Missing information in a statement is indicated by a blank line that can be anywhere in the
statement. You are required to complete the statement by writing the information
missing on the blank line. Sometimes, there is more than one blank line in the state
this case, you must write the information that is missing on each blank line.

Here are examples of completion test items in which missing information appes
places within the statements. The correct answers are shownin ().

1. Ofthe 4,000 to 5,000 languages in the world, (Chinese) is the lang
greatest number of people.

2. (Cheetahs) can run faster than any other animal,

in 1{{4#. This university opened the nation’s first medical school in 1765. If you are in
Philadelphia, be sure to visit the Philadelphia Zoo. This zoo was founded in 1740 and
1s the oldest zoo in the country. Be sure to check out its 1,600 specimens representing
400 species.
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Activity 8-8: Learning About Completion Tests

Write a six-item completion test based on the information you just read about
Philadelphia. Place your blank lines in different parts of the statement. At least
one of your items should have two or more blank lines. Write the test in the space

provided here.

—

\)

e
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Activity 8-9: Guidelines for Taking Completion Tests

Activity 8-9: Guidelines for Taking Completion Tests

Here are some guidelines that will help you to do your best when taking a completion test.
Read these guidelines and use them when you take the practice completion test in this
activity and whenever you take completion tests given by your teachers.

* Read the statement carefully and try to identify the information that is missing.

If the completed statement is not grammatidg
incorrect and needs to be changed.

d is needed to complete the statement. This
of each blank line is the same throughout the

= when there is a penalty for incorrect answers. This
portant for completion tests because you must produce the
an just recognize it. Having to produce an answer increases the
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Activity 8-9: Guidelines for Taking Completion Tests

Take the following completion test. This test is based on the guidelines for taking
completion tests that you learned about in this activity.

Directions: Complete each statement by writing the missing word or words on the blank line
or lines. There is no penalty for incorrect answers.

1. The completed statement should be correct.
2. Usethelength of the as a clue to the length of er.
3. Guessing at the answer to a completion test item may not be X

to you when there is a for incorrect gafswers.

4. Write the answer that best completes the e\

5. Read the statement and O\ the %m io

1s missing.

6. Sometimes the answer is one word; someti

7. the entire statqment incAding your written answer to
be sure it makes sense.

Score your test as your teacher goes
number correct. Enter your re in

answers with you. Your score is your
below to see how well you did.

7 = Excellent__ ¥-
=N
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Activity 8-10: Learning About Essay Tests

An essay test requires you to use extended writing to respond to an item. You must recall
and organize information to respond to an essay test item.

Here are the steps to follow when responding to an essay test item.

Step 1. Read the item to learn what you must do to respond to it.

Sometimes an essay test item is presented as a question that you must aps
Here is an example of an essay test item that is a question.

How has technology made your life easier?

word support.
Support the need for inspection of fogd

athorS in Activity 8-11. It
you focus your attention

Step 2. uld include in your response. It is helpful to

Step 3. At1 §a+”t0 include into an outline that contains

Begin by stating how you intend to respond to the item.
e information you organized in Step 3. Use language that

Step 4.

g#fate what you did to respond to the item. Write legibly so your teacher can
Casily read your response.

Step 5 Reread your response to make sure it is complete. Teachers often deduct
points for incomplete responses.

Step 6 Check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Some teachers deduct points
for errors in these writing mechanics.
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Activity 8-10: Learning About Essay Tests

Answer these questions.

1.

Does every essay test item include a direction word?

If you are not allowed to use scrap paper, where can you write your notes?

)
Why should you check your spelling, grammar, and punctuation? Q\

How should you begin when writing your response to th%@ ;
A\ [ N\
\’ A

How should you organize the information y 11 inclugte\: t response?

What should your conclusion consigf of?
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Activity 8-11: Direction Words in Essay Test Items

Activity 8-11: Direction Words in Essay Test Items

Direction Words tell you what you might do to respond to an essay text item. Here are
commonly used direction words and examples of their use in essay test items.

Analyze  Break something into its separate parts. Show how the parts relate to each
other to make the whole.

Analyze how blood circulates through the human body.

Compare Tell how two or more things are similar and different.
Compare electrical energy and nuclear energy.

Contrast Tell how two or more things are different.
Contrast the platform of the Republican Party with that of th

Discuss

Define

Describe

Explain

Evaluate

IMlustrate

resent the main points about something in a brief form.
Summarize what you need to do in order to succeed in high school.

Support  Provide an argument to back something up. Use facts and logic in your argument.
Support the need to maintain the electoral college system.

Trace Tell the order of events for something.
Trace the events that led to the American Civil War.
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For each of the following, write the direction word that is most appropriate. You
can use a direction word more than once.

1. Your teacher wants you to briefly tell what photosynthesis means.

2. Your teacher wants you to identify five characteristics of mammals.

3. Your teacher wants you to present a case for Shakespeare being the greatest writer of ime.

4. Your teacher wants you to break down into parts or steps the process by 1ch W00
pulp is made into paper.

5. Your teacher wants you to tell what a tropical rain forest i 1s hke

6. Your teacher wants you to tell how a democragy@nd a ona%' aye (%.ﬁﬁet/

7. Your teacher wants you to present clear facts %Mh of the president of the USA.

8. Your teacher wants you to tell }W’mgers are alike and different.
fal

9. Your teacher wants you to
elected to be the President(of th:

13. Your teacher wants you to write about your position regarding capital punishment.

14. Your teacher wants you to provide examples of how the World Health Organization
has benefitted people around the world.
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Activity 8-12: Practice Writing a Response to an Essay Test ltem

In Activity 8-10 you learned about six steps to follow when responding to an essay
test item. Use what you learned to write a response to the following item.

Analyze what you should do when responding to an essay test item..
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Activity 8-13: Reviewing Your Response to an Essay Test Item

Activity 8-13: Reviewing Your
Response to an Essay Test ltem

It is always a good idea to review your response to an essay test item. The questions shown
below can guide you in your review.

Circle Yes or No for each of the following questions about your response/o)the
essay test item in Activity 8-12.

Did I respond to the question or do what the direction word required
If the 1item included a direction word, did I underline the directiop-aSeq? No

Did I prepare an outline containing main ideas and tifig ls? Yes No

Did I include all important information? Yes No
Did I begin with an introduction? Yes No
Did I write notes on scrap paper or on t€ ted Yes No
Did I end with a conclusion? Yes No
Did I write legibly? Yes No
Did I reread my respoyfse Yes No
Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Your answer should be “Yes” for each question. You won’t have a checklist with you when
you take an essay test in class, but you should have these questions firmly in mind when
you do.
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Activity 8-14: What | Have Learned

Read the following information about the Earth’s climate.
The Earth’s Climate

Many people think that weather and climate are the same thing. This is not true. Weather
1s the atmospheric conditions for a place at a given time. Climate is the general weather
conditions for a place or region over a long period of time (a period of at least thirty g@3rs).
If you think about it, over time you have acquired an impression of the climaédqgn\the
place where you live. If you look at national weather reports over time, you wifl acqtdre\an

ed States and degrees
Celsius in many other places in the world. Th ot perature 1s in a place over
time, the hotter the climatic conditions will be. INsewise, the lower the temperature is in a

r

place over time, the colder the climatic copdations wilseTemperature makes the difference

occurs in a variety of forms: raiy , ird sleet. Precipitation is measured in inches
in the United States and in (€ RONrS 1 many other places in the world. Little or no

precipitation results in ¢ v little vegetation grows. A moderate amount of
precipitation helps to pfo pdlance of vegetation and crops. Too much precipitation
can produce flooding iyt owing rivers wash away seeds and the soil that holds the

seeds. Precipitgjaag g titference between dry and wet climatic conditions.

e. The equator is an imaginary line that divides the earth into north and south.
Latitude is how distance is measured going north and south from the equator. The equator
is at zero degrees latitude. Ninety degrees latitude north of the equator is the North Pole,
and ninety degrees latitude south of the equator is the South Pole. Areas close to the equator
receive direct rays from the sun. This results in a warm climate. In areas that are close to the
poles, the rays of the sun are at an angle. This results in a cold climate. The closer one gets
to the equator, the warmer the climate. The farther one gets from the equator, the colder the
climate. 266
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Altitude. Altitudeis the distance above sea level. As altitude increases, air pressure decreases
and the air becomes less dense. The less dense the air, the less heat it holds. Therefore, the
higher the altitude, the lower the temperature. Air temperature drops approximately 3.5
degrees Fahrenheit per 1,000 feet of altitude. Altitude affects precipitation as well as air
temperature. The higher the altitude, the more likely rain will become snow or ice.

Topography. When you are reading, talking, or writing about the surface features of the
earth, you are studying topography. Topography can be flat lands, rolling hills, moyfitgins,
or any feature on the surface of the earth. These surface features affect the develonmekt of

sSnow, or ice.

Ocean Currents. Water in the oceans of the world travels in paths.
currents, and they can be warm or cold. Warm water heats the za

Wladimir Képpen was a Russian/Germga~limatoldgrst“who in 1900 introduced a system
for classifying the climates of the worfd. His\system remains in wide use today. Képpen
recognized five major climate type Non annual and monthly averages of temperature
and precipitation. Climate typeg/is

E—Cold Climate. This climate occurs in areas where ice is always present. Freezing
temperatures occur for most of the year.
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Taking Tests
Activity 8-14: What | Have Learned

Summary

Climate 1s the general weather conditions for a place or region over a long period. Temperature
and precipitation are the two major determinants of climate. Four major factors that influence
temperature and precipitation are latitude, altitude, topography, and ocean currents. Wladimir
Koppen introduced a system for classifying climates in 1900. His system, which is still widely
used, recognized the following five major climate types: moist tropical, dry, humid_middle
latitude, continental, and cold.

Based on the information about the Earth’s Climate, write each of the £
items.

P test

1. A multiple-choice item in the form of an incomplete statement foll ed%fou 3
choices.

Statement: /\
. NY R4

uestion followed by five answer choices.

3. A true/false item.
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Taking Tests

Activity 8-14: What | Have Learned

4. A matching test with four items in the left-hand column and five in the right-hand

column.
Directions:
Heading Heading
1. a.
2. b.
3. c. N\
4. d. /J N \
\J
. X\

4

5. A completion test item with the missing part/@. b

g
6. A completion test item with two missing parv

7. An essay test item that contgags a qudsNon ¥ be answered.

N

e direction word explain.

8. An essay test item

q

269

Copyright Mangrum-Strichart Learning Resources
www.mangrume-strichart.com



@@@

e

270

Copyright Mangrum-Strichart Learning Resources
www.mangrum-strichart.com



